Introduction 1
The island of Timor is located at the eastern end of the Minor Sundic Island chain in east Nusantara. It is unique in the region for the fact that it has been a divided island and a source of dispute for centuries. Today Timor is split roughly in the middle between independent East Timor and Indonesian West Timor. The modern division of the island has its roots in colonial borders drawn following more than a century of intermittent dispute and negotiation between the Portuguese and Dutch.
Timor is not only unusual in the region for its political division, but also for its linguistic division. As in much of the Philippines, western Indonesia and the Pacific, east Nusantara is dominated by languages of the Austronesian family 
